
        LAW AND SOCIETY   
Ms. Campbell                                                      Course Syllabus   

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Law and Society is a one-semester UC approved elective. It is designed to give students a practical 
understanding of the law and the structure, function, and actual operation of the American legal 
system. The class is based on participation and debate. Students will use critical thinking skills of 
inquiry and logic to form opinions and learn to support them with persuasive arguments. During this 
course, students will learn the foundation of law, examine the history of punishment, and review the 
pressing problems of juvenile crime. Students will also learn the process of investigation, how an 
arrest is made, and how a case goes through the court system. And finally, students will understand 
the nature of law and how there are few right answers when it comes to interpreting constitutional, 
and sometimes, controversial issues.  

  

UNITS AND RELATED TOPICS 

UNIT ONE: Introduction to Law and the Legal System (5-6 weeks) 

This unit answers the basic questions of what “law” is in general terms and how it affects our 
everyday lives.  It also traces the origins of law and the foundations of the American legal system as 
well as the idea of justice and punishment. It will define the court system and analyze the power and 
jurisdiction of the judiciary. Students will learn what the different types of laws, and the process by 
which laws are made and how juveniles are treated in the system. This unit will cover: 

● The Meaning and Foundation of Law 

● The Court System and Juvenile Justice 

● Crime and Punishment 

UNIT TWO:  Criminal Law and Procedure (6-8 weeks) 

Students will examine the different types of crimes, and how the justice system attempts to prevent 
crime. Students will also learn the steps in a criminal investigation, how criminals are “profiled” in an 
attempt to aid law enforcement in the apprehension of them, and how the trial process operates from 
arrest to punishment. Students will engage in a full Mock Trial presentation from the Constitutional 
Rights Foundation. This unit will cover: 

● Crimes and Criminal Investigations 

● Criminal Profiling 

● Mock Trial  

UNIT THREE: The Supreme Court (2 weeks) 

Students cannot be an effective citizen without knowing the Constitution, which is not only a 
birthright but a rite of passage that is important to the transition to adulthood. In this unit students 
will learn how their legal rights are protected in the Constitution and will emphasis on the Supreme 
Court and the appeals process. They will also come to understand that rights sometimes need to 
balanced so all citizens have just treatment under the law. Students will examine how the Supreme 
Court decides on what case to hear and will conduct a Moot Court Simulation. This unit will cover: 



● The Supreme Court and Writs of Certiorari 

● Cameras in the Courtroom 

UNIT FOUR (OPT):  Tort, Consumer, and Family Law – Opt. (2 weeks) 

This unit course focuses on civil law and how it protects consumers and families. The unit begins 
with a study of tort law, the largest area of civil law, which is designed to encourage people to act 
responsibly by awarding money damages to victims who are harmed by wrongdoers. The unit also 
helps students navigate through the legalities and protections in a consumer society and will help 
them also understand the family unit and how the law affects this social group. This unit will cover: 

● Tort Law 

● Consumer and Family Protections 

UNIT FIVE (OPT):  International Law and Terrorism- Opt. (2 weeks) 

Students will evaluate counterterrorist measures and examine U.S. policy and response to the 
September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States. Students will examine the models used for 
responding to terrorism: the criminal law model, the national security model and the civic defense 
model and will scrutinize measures of the USA PATRIOT act, specifically the issue of the detention, 
defense and trials of suspected terrorists. Students will be able to defend or argue against the right of 
terrorists to be tried in American criminal courts. This unit will cover: 

● Military Tribunals 

● Balancing Freedom and Security 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

● Students will study the historical background and policy which led to the creation of our current legal 
system. 

● Students will understand the law and structural foundations and actual operation of the American court 
system. 

● Students will identify how a legal argument is structured, including logic, fact, opinion, integration of 
legal precedent, public policy considerations, and persuasive techniques. 

● Students will develop oral communication skills, specifically speech, debate, and trial argument skills  
● Students will understand the influence of law in society. 

MAJOR PROJECTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

✓ Criminal Mock Trial 

✓ Midterm Film Review 

✓ Reflective Essays  

✓ Seminars and Discussions 

✓ Final Exam or Project 

GRADING POLICY 

90% 100% A 
Outstanding/superior quality of work; works higher than grade level 



Consistent use of higher order critical thinking skills 
Writing is properly formatted and is grammatically free of errors 

80%-89%        B 
Above average work submitted neat and on time; mostly works higher than grade level 
Consistent use of critical thought 
Writing is properly formatted and nearly of grammatical errors 

70%-79%        C 
Average student work submitted on time; works at grade level 
Some use of analysis and critical thinking skills 
Writing is generally formatted correctly; grammatical errors are  
not distracting 

60%-69%        D 
Student work is below average, messy and/or late, and does not meet grade level standards 
Minimal use of critical thought 
Writing is unclear, not properly formatted; many grammatical errors 
Errors 

 
GRADE WEIGHTS 
FINAL EXAM OR PROJECT 15% 
ESSAYS/FILM REVIEW 20% 
MOCK TRIAL  35% 
SEMINARS 20% 
CLASSWORK 10% 
 
*** Law and Society requires minimal homework and does not exceed expectations pursuant to the SMUHSD 
Homework Policy. Homework time varies between students, types of assignments given, and student use of 
class time but should not exceed 1-2 hours per week. Homework free holidays will be honored. 
 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 

❖ It is YOUR responsibility to keep track of your assignments, your missing work, and your grades. 
Assignments are posted in the classroom and at mhs.schoolloop.com. 

❖ DO NOT EMAIL ME about missing assignments. Fill out a Nellie (pink sheet) with your 
requests. 

❖ Your grade is mostly based on participation. Being absent or tardy will affect your grade. 
❖ Late work will receive a 50% penalty. 
❖ TARDIES are NOT TOLERATED. You are allowed three tardies. After three tardies, EVERY 

TARDY will result in detention. 
❖ This is a CELL-LESS class – your cell phones are to put into the red pocket holder before the class 

begins according to the number on your desk. Failure to do so will result in a detention. 
❖ THERE ARE NO BATHROOM PASSES GIVEN (except for extreme emergencies). Please plan 

your time accordingly. 
 

Materials Needed  

➢ Textbook: STREET LAW 

➢ Binder with FIVE dividers labeled: class notes, homework, daily warm-ups, exams and 
handouts. 

➢ Clean-edged binder paper 



➢ 2 pens, 2 pencils, 2 highlighters, erasers 

 

 

 

 

PARENT PERMISSION SLIP 

Law and Society 

Ms. Campbell 

 

   This is to notify parents and/or guardians that we will be watching video documentaries and films that 
MAY hold an R rating, which serves to notify viewers or graphic language or sexuality and/or violent 
content. Typically, in Law and Society the films we view are given the R rating for profanity and 
graphic language and subject matter, and not for sexual content. Furthermore, students will be 
asked to choose a film from a selection of films in which to view and write a movie review. It is up to 
students and parents to research the ratings of films chosen. These films support the curriculum and 
the students’ understanding of the American legal and penal system.  

By signing below you are giving permission for your student to watch films that will be shown in 
Law and Society this semester and may hold an R rating. 
 
Student Name ____________________________ 
 
Print Parent Name _________________________ 
 
Parent Signature __________________________ 
 
Date ________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


